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If you have 

faith as small 

as a mustard 

seed…. 

                Living a creative life 
Unleashing the power of God in us to transform the world. 

The apostles said to the Lord, “Increase our faith!” He replied, “If you 
have faith as small as a mustard seed, you can say to this sycamore 
tree, ‘Be uprooted and planted in the sea,’ and it will obey you.”  
Luke 17:6,7 

Introduction 

God, the creator of the universe, is in all who believe in Jesus, who have 
been forgiven and had their sins washed away. They were born again; it 
was like breaking a dam on a river; the water gushed downstream, 
bringing life to everything in its path. It was like opening up a spring that 
has been stopped up by sin and pride. It was like lighting a fire that 
consumes everything that won’t stand for 
eternity. God, the creator of the universe, 
began His work in us, declared war on our old 
man, and started to perform miracles. 
 
Lifted out of the mundane to a life of 
creativity 
It’s been said that we have two Bibles: One is 
the written word, and the other contains all 
the miraculous things we see around us that speak of a superb designer, 
a beautiful artist, a miraculous programmer. He is the one who lives 
inside each one of us; put another way, the DNA of God is in each of us, 
with genes capable of creating a universe. Jesus said; if you have faith 
as small as a mustard seed, you can say to this mountain, 'Move from 
here to there,' and it will move. Nothing will be impossible for you." (Matt 
17:20). There is nothing to limit our creativity if we would believe. There 
is nothing to stop us overcoming. 
 
Creative relationships 
We are all human beings, just as all butterflies are butterflies. Yet there 
are thousands of different types. No two people are the same and we 
need to see everyone as distinct personalities. As I Corinthians 12 says: 
some are eyes, some ears, some noses, etc. All people are very 
different and the best way we can really help people is by getting to 
know them well, spending a lot of time with them, developing friendship, 
etc. Counselling may do some good, but Jesus spent three years with 
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You who were 

baptised into 

Christ have 

clothed 

yourselves with 

Christ 

twelve people, every day eating, talking and staying with them. Let’s go 
for real deep relationships rather than superficial virtual ones.  
 
One church; no division based on nationality or background! 
So in Christ Jesus you are all children of God through faith, for all of you 
who were baptized into Christ have clothed yourselves with Christ. There 
is neither Jew nor Gentile, neither slave nor free, nor is there male and 
female, for you are all one in Christ Jesus.  Gal 3:26-28 
 
In Acts 18 we read that the Jews were expelled from Rome. That meant 
that all the Jewish believers left, such as Pricilla and Aquila who we see 
in Acts 18 met Paul in Corinth. This meant that the only believers left in 
Rome were the Gentiles. However, on the return of the Jews a few years 
later, we can see from Paul’s letter to the Romans that they must regard 
themselves as one with the Jews. They must accept them back, 
regarding them as superior. There is no remit here for a separate church 
based on race or background; all Christian believers were to meet 
together as one. 
 
So it is today; as Christians we benefit hugely from the diversity of the 
church, and especially from the exhortation to be one. This requires hard 
work as our unregenerate past tells us to be separate – to form groups 
based on nationality, language, age or learning. But we can’t just sit in 
meetings without making an effort to mix with people different from us. 

We must go and mingle with them until any 
barrier there may have been in the past is 
broken and we sense that inner unity of heart 
and spirit. It is this great unity that so glorifies 
God and helps the world around to believe.  
 
So when someone comes into the church 
from a different nation, let’s relish the 
opportunity and go to talk to them, praying 
and knowing with assurance that God wants 
to make us one. This is the great goal, and we 

need to use all the creativity within us to reach it. Here are some 
suggestions: 
- pray for everyone in the church, starting with the leaders, then those 
who live closest to you, and then the new people. 
- invite people you don’t know well to a meal. Perhaps make it a goal to 
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Eagerly 

desire the 

greater gifts 

have invited everyone you can, especially your nearest neighbours as 
it’s them that you will see on a day to day basis. 
- sit with different people in the meeting; pray with them. 
 
Just as a body, though one, has many parts, but all its many parts form 
one body, so it is with Christ. For we were all baptized by one Spirit so 
as to form one body—whether Jews or Gentiles, slave or free—and we 
were all given the one Spirit to drink. Even so the body is not made up of 
one part but of many. Now if the foot should say, “Because I am not a 
hand, I do not belong to the body,” it would not for that reason stop being 
part of the body. And if the ear should say, “Because I am not an eye, I 
do not belong to the body,” it would not for that reason stop being part of 
the body. If the whole body were an eye, where would the sense of 
hearing be? If the whole body were an ear, where would the sense of 
smell be? But in fact God has placed the parts in the body, every one of 
them, just as he wanted them to be. If they were all one part, where 
would the body be? As it is, there are many parts, but one body. 

The eye cannot say to the hand, “I don’t need you!” And the head cannot 
say to the feet, “I don’t need you!” On the contrary, those parts of the 

body that seem to be weaker are indispensable, 
and the parts that we think are less honourable we 
treat with special honour. And the parts that are 
unpresentable are treated with special modesty, 
while our presentable parts need no special 
treatment. But God has put the body together, 
giving greater honour to the parts that lacked it, so 

that there should be no division in the body, but that its parts should 
have equal concern for each other. If one part suffers, every part suffers 
with it; if one part is honoured, every part rejoices with it. 
Now you are the body of Christ, and each one of you is a part of it. And 
God has placed in the church first of all apostles, second prophets, third 
teachers, then miracles, then gifts of healing, of helping, of guidance, 
and of different kinds of tongues. Are all apostles? Are all prophets? Are 
all teachers? Do all work miracles? Do all have gifts of healing? Do all 
speak in tongues ? Do all interpret? Now eagerly desire the greater gifts. 
1 Cor 12:12-30 

Preaching 
Preachers, be creative; expect to find something new to share – not new 
doctrine as that closed with the New Testament, but new ways of 
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Strengthen, 

encourage, 

comfort! 

cooking a sermon, new analogies or parables, new depths of the spirit, 
new insights. Pray as you create your message. 
 
Prophets 
Always be open for God to use you to “strengthen, encourage or 
comfort” Your prophetic gift, like a vital organ in the body like an eye 
(Prophets in the Old Testament used to be called “seers”), is essential 
for the well-being and growth of the church. Every time you speak it 

should be creative.  
 
Let’s be creative at work, creative in the home, 
creative with neighbours. 
 
We are New Testament people: traditions not in 
the NT can be the enemy of creativity.  

 
Many ways to cook an egg: 
God has made over 10 million different species of living things, and 
thousands of variants within species. He is so creative, and lives in us! 
We have been given plants to be creative gardeners, minerals to be 
creative builders and eggs to be creative cooks. There are millions of 
different tastes: sweet, sour, bitter, salty, and many variants of these. So 
let’s be creative and inspired: this will greatly glorify God. 
 
Overcoming problems: 
Whether our problems are financial, relational, health or other, Jesus in 
us can overcome. This doesn’t mean we will have an easy life; by 
declaring ourselves Christians we move over from the World into the 
Kingdom of God, and there is a permanent war between the two. We 
also have become a new man, at war with the old man within us. But we 
have a new life to live, full of love and good works. 
 
Conclusion 
God wants us to be creative, to move mountains and uproot trees. Jesus 
healed people in different ways; he gave his time to twelve men for three 
years and then for evermore. This serves as an example to us to throw 
off all religiosity and be prayerfully creative, doing all to the glory of God. 

 
Songs: I’m a new creation; I believe you’re my healer; Almighty God (All things are possible) 


